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   Judge Parker         Deputy Marshals 

 
JUDGE PARKER came to Fort Smith in 1875 to serve as the judge for the FEDERAL COURT.  The 

court had JURISDICTION, or authority, over INDIAN TERRITORY (present day Oklahoma).  

DEPUTY MARSHALS were hired by the court to help find CRIMINALS in Indian Territory.  Deputies 

had to provide their own horse, gun, and BADGE.  When a crime was committed, the court issued a 

WARRANT which gave permission for a deputy marshal to ARREST the suspect and bring him or her 

to the JAIL in Fort Smith.  A TRIAL was held in the court room and ATTORNEYS for both sides 

presented WITNESSES and evidence.  A JURY of 12 men decided if the person on trial was GUILTY 

or not guilty.   
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